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ABSTRACT

International sanctions have, since their emergence, constituted a principal instrument employed by the international community to
regulate the conduct of actors violating the rules of international law and established norms. Yet such sanctions have long overlapped
conceptually and functionally with unilateral measures imposed by a State or a group of States outside the Security Council framework,
giving rise to increasing terminological and normative ambiguity. This complexity has deepened with the emergence of unilateral smart
sanctions, presented as a more precise and selective alternative to comprehensive sanctions because they target specific individuals and
entities rather than entire national economies. The evolution of sanctions has been closely linked to the development of international legal
organization, from the League of Nations to the United Nations, particularly under the powers conferred on the Security Council by
Chapter VII of the Charter. Against this background, this study examines the conceptual framework of unilateral smart sanctions and
assesses their compatibility with public international law, State sovereignty, and the legitimacy of their use in the contemporary order.
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